U.S. Bank

Places to Play
Making Play Possible
At U.S. Bank, we believe in the power of play. It brings joy, helps develop
problem-solving skills, creativity and relationships, and builds social and
emotional learning. That’s why play is one of the three core pillars of our
giving and engagement platform called Community Possible. However,
according to recent data, kids are spending less and less time playing and
specifically low-to-moderate income students only have 18 minutes of
recess a day on average.1
To bridge this gap and encourage play across the board, we partnered
with the Minnesota Vikings to create U.S. Bank Places to Play. Through
the philanthropic program, launched in 2015 with the naming rights of
U.S. Bank Stadium, we have invested in new and improved play spaces in
low-to-moderate income communities across the state of Minnesota.
Keep an eye out for the next phase of U.S. Bank Places to Play, in which we
are partnering with the Country Music Association Foundation to focus on
the artistic side of play by donating instruments and refurbishing music
classrooms across the country.
1. Source (Kaboom)

$1 million

investment over 3 years

16 cities and towns

across the state

25
projects funded

100% of grantees

Including:

4 sport courts
4 playing fields
10 playgrounds

engaged community partners
and have plans for sustaining
their play space

1,400 hours of community,
U.S. Bank and Vikings volunteer
service to fundraise, build and
celebrate the play spaces

More than

40% of playgrounds were
fully inclusive, with structures accessible
to neuro-diverse children and/or those
with physical disabilities

98,000

Minnesotan kids,

adults and families have
increased access to play
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and more!

100%
of projects

served low- to
moderate-income
communities

“As we celebrated the opening of U.S. Bank stadium, Places to Play gave the Vikings and U.S. Bank the
platform to collaborate and engage fans in all four corners of the state through play. We are proud to have
partnered with U.S. Bank on this very successful program.”
– Lester Bagley, Executive Vice President of Public Affairs for the Minnesota Vikings

Duluth park serves as catalyst for development
Three U.S. Bank Places to Play projects have already gone on to spur
additional community development. In Duluth, nonprofit Ecolibrium3 used
funding to begin to improve and revitalize the city’s centrally-located Lincoln
Park, moving its playground away from a busy road, adding trail ways and
renovating dilapidated structures. The group’s progress, in concert with the
City of Duluth, sparked nearly $1 million in additional donations – from the
National Parks Service and Super Bowl LII Legacy Fund – to further
enhance the park’s safety and programming. Ecolibrium3 Founder and CEO
Jodi Slick told the Duluth News Tribune, “Lincoln Park is a community that
has seen challenges, but right now we are in a time with an amazing energy.
We’re so glad this grant is kicking off these revitalization efforts.”

St. Paul courts
celebrate Hmong
cultural heritage
Many U.S. Bank Places to Play projects are
hubs for the gatherings that are a staple of
the state’s diverse community. In St. Paul,
the city’s Parks & Recreation Conservancy
constructed the state’s first set of
permanent sepak takraw courts. Sepak
takraw – a sport similar to a combination of
volleyball and soccer – has a history dating
back hundreds of years in the Hmong
community, which has long been a growing
immigrant population in the Twin Cities.
USA Takraw Association Secretary
Gao Chang, who began playing the sport
as a child in a refugee camp in Thailand,
said, “I love the sport and see that it has
potential growth nationally and
internationally. Here in St. Paul, this court
gives us unity; we want players and the
public to come out and use this facility.”
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Burnsville school builds a playground
without barriers
With funding from U.S. Bank Places to Play, several communities installed
accessible playground equipment. In Burnsville, Gideon Pond Elementary
set out to ensure that all students have opportunities to thrive, grow and
develop. In support of that mission, the school built a safe, walker- and
wheelchair-friendly playground that is the first of its kind in the city.
Principal Chris Bellmont told the local Sun Thisweek newspaper, “It’s been
truly a community effort … the play area is not just used by students, it’s
used seven days a week all year long.” The mother of a student who uses a
walker and wheelchair added, “[My daughter] was in kindergarten when we
started this, so I’m very excited that she’s going to start second grade with
the opportunity to play with the other kids.”

